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ON THE TRANSLITERATION

All romanized forms follow the standard Eidetic convention used throughout the Saudi
Dialect Arabic deck. Audio recordings of every phrase accompany the corresponding card

in the deck. The spellings in this volume are a reading aid, not a substitute for listening.
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FOREWORD

A Note on This Volume

peaking the language is half of belonging. The other half is reading the
S room. This guide covers the everyday customs that shape Saudi daily life,
from how to accept coffee to what to wear, from prayer-time rhythms to how to

leave a host without offending anyone.

Saudi Arabia is not monolithic. Najd, Hijaz, the Eastern Province, and the south
each have their own flavor. Riyadh is formal and tribal; Jeddah is coastal and

cosmopolitan; Al-Ahsa and Dammam trade with the Gulf; Abha is mountainous
and distinct. Where the regional differences matter for a visitor, the notes flag

them.

This guide pairs with the phrasebook. Knowing the phrase is useless if you miss
the moment. Knowing the moment is awkward without the phrase. Use them

together.

Compiled by THE EIDETIC EDITORS, for readers who intend to be understood.
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CHAPTER I

Hospitality and the majlis.

The mailis is the sitting room at the heart of every Saudi home and many offices.

It is where guests are received, business is discussed, and hours disappear.

Understanding majlis etiquette is understanding Saudi hospitality itself.

A guest is sacred. Hosts will push food and coffee on you past the point of comfort.
Refusing completely is rude. Accepting everything is impossible. The middle path is

to take a little, praise it, and let the refusals unfold gradually.
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* Remove your shoes at the entrance unless the host signals otherwise. Many

modern majlises keep shoes on; follow the host's lead.

 Sit cross-legged on floor cushions around the perimeter of the room. In modern

majlises, chairs line the walls; sit where the host indicates.

* Do not show the soles of your feet toward anyone. Keep feet tucked under you or

pointed at the floor.

* Greet the most senior person in the room first, then work around clockwise.

Shake hands only with the same gender unless offered.

* Accept at least one cup of coffee if you can. Refusing the first cup can be read as
cold.

* Rather than asking to leave, wait for a natural pause and say "ana mashi" (I am

going). A gentle second mention is often expected before you rise.

* Ifinvited to eat, wash your hands at the basin if one is provided and eat only with

your right hand from shared platters.

A RULE OF THUMB

Many hosts expect a polite refusal once or twice before you accept. This
reads as modesty, not rejection. If a host insists a third time, accepting a

small portion is gracious.
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CHAPTER 11

The coffee ritual.

Phrases 1to 4

Saudi gahwa is small, light, bitter, and cardamom-scented. It is poured from a

long-spouted dallah into tiny handle-less cups called finjan. It is the opening
gesture of every hospitality scene. Accepting and ending the custom gracefully

marks you as a thoughtful guest.

01 o aSOu) 9_| d 989 gahwa law samaht
Coffee please. The opening request if one is not

already offered.

02 S ol  tislam yadak
N May your hand be blessed. Said to the person

pouring, especially if they are the host or a family elder.

03 1,85 dJl.QS X bas kifaya, shukran
That's enough, thank you. The verbal cue to stop
pouring, paired with shaking the cup.
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04 d.d)lszJI < A h 2) dlJ|  Allah ya'tik al-afiya
May God give you wellness. The warm thank-you

after the ritual winds down.

A RULE OF THUMB

Shake the empty cup side to side when you are done. This is the
universal signal for "no more." If you simply set the cup down full, the
pourer will keep refilling. Eat a date between refills; the bitter coffee and

sweet date are designed to complement each other.
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Greetings and body language.

Phrases 5 to 8

Saudi greetings are longer than Western ones. Rushing through them reads as

cold. Lean into the full call and response, especially with elders and hosts. The

first minute of every meeting is about warmth, not business.

% do>)g (QSJ.LC f:)l.u.d|

I
06 CauS Sellls> CaS

Sdouall LasS § o3l
07 ol a0
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al-salamu alaykum wa rahmat Allah

Peace be upon you and God's mercy. The fuller,

warmer version of the basic greeting.

kayf halak? kayf al-ahl? kayf al-sihha?

How are you? How is the family? How is your health?

The three-part greeting you hear from elders.

bkhayr, al-hamdulillah

Fine, praise God. The universal response regardless

of how you actually feel.
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08 129 3.0 sharraftna

You have honored us. Said by the host when a guest

arrives.

A RULE OF THUMB

Same-gender cheek touches (one on each side) are common between
close male friends and between close female friends. Different-gender
greetings are verbal only, often with a hand on the heart to convey

warmth without physical contact. Watch for the cue before extending a
hand.
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CHAPTER IV

The daily rhythm: prayer, meals, life.

1

Saudi life is structured around the five daily prayers. Shops, restaurants, and

offices pause briefly at each adhan (call to prayer). Factoring this into your plans

will save you frustration and show respect for the rhythm.

* Fajr (pre-dawn), Dhuhr (midday), Asr (afternoon), Maghrib (sunset), Isha (evening).
Five prayers. Check the day's times via any prayer app; they shift with the sun.

* Some shops and restaurants may still pause briefly around prayer times, and staff

may leave to pray, but nationwide mandatory prayer-time closure ended in 2021.

* Restaurants no longer fully close, but many pause service briefly; expect a short

wait after the adhan.

* Friday is the holy day. Most businesses close from around 11:30 until after Jumu'ah

prayer at 1:30.

* The work week runs Sunday through Thursday. Weekends are Friday and
Saturday.

* Dinner runs late; many families eat around 9 or 10 at night. Lunch is often the

heavier meal, around 2 or 3 in the afternoon.
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CHAPTER V

What to wear.

Saudi dress code has loosened in the last few years, especially in Riyadh and

Jeddah. But "loosened" does not mean "anything goes." Modesty remains the

baseline. Dressing well earns warmth and access; dressing carelessly earns quiet

distance.

* Men: long trousers, shirts with sleeves, closed shoes. Shorts are uncommon in

public outside of gyms and beaches. A thobe is welcomed but not expected from

visitors.

* Women: abaya is no longer legally required, but most Saudi women still wear one,

and visitors blending in are better received. A loose long dress or long tunic over

trousers is acceptable in cities.

* Headscarves are not required for non-Muslim visitors in Riyadh or Jeddah. In

more conservative areas (Qassim, Asir), many women still cover their hair out of

respect.

* Beaches at resorts like The Red Sea Project have their own relaxed codes.

* For business meetings, err formal. A suit for men, a conservative business outfit

for women. Black and navy read as respectful.

* Mosques require head covering for women and modest dress for everyone.

Remove shoes at the entrance.
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CHAPTER VI

Gender in public spaces.

The old "family sections" and strict segregation have eased significantly. Cafes,
restaurants, entertainment venues, and many workplaces are now mixed. But a
few cultural norms still shape how men and women interact in public, and a

visitor navigates them best by reading the setting.

* Restaurants: mixed seating is now the default in Riyadh and Jeddah. In more
conservative cities you may still see "family section" signs; these allow women

alone or families, not solo men.

* Handshakes: let the person of the opposite gender extend first. If they do not, nod

with a hand on your heart.

* Business meetings: address your remarks to the room, not specifically to the
senior woman (or man) unless you have been introduced and it is clearly

welcomed.
e Uber and Careem work normally; ride-sharing is widely used by all genders.

e Public affection between couples (married or otherwise) is uncommon; holding

hands in public is visible but kissing is not.
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CHAPTER VII

Ramadan for visitors.

Ramadan reshapes the entire country for a month. Work hours shrink. Meals

shift. Evenings come alive. Visiting during Ramadan is a real experience if you

engage with the rhythm, and a miserable one if you fight it.
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e [Itis better not to eat, drink, chew gum, or smoke in public durmg daylight hours,

even if you are not fasting. Most offices and hotels have designated indoor spaces

where non-fasters can eat discreetly.

* Saudi labor law reduces the workday to 6 hours for Muslim workers during

Ramadan. Actual schedules vary by employer and sector.

e [ftar is the sunset meal that breaks the fast. Dates, water, and laban first; then

soup; then the main meal. Many restaurants serve special iftar buffets.

* Suhoor is the pre-dawn meal before fasting starts again. Some restaurants and

tents stay open until 3 or 4 am.

e Shopping malls and streets are fullest from 10 pm to 2 am during Ramadan.

Mornings are quiet.

* Greet anyone fasting with "Ramadan kareem" (Ramadan is generous). The reply is

"Allahu akram" (God is more generous).

A RULE OF THUMB

If a Saudi friend invites you to iftar at their home, say yes. Iftar is the
most generous meal of the year and the most authentic hospitality

experience you can have.
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Goodbyes and follow-ups.

Phrases 9 to 12

Saudi goodbyes are layered. You announce your departure once, and you are

expected to do so again, and possibly a third time, before you actually leave. The

host will plead for you to stay. You will insist you must go. The goodbye itself is

the final warmth.

09
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11

12
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Allah ykhallik, lazim amshi

God keep you, I must go. The opening move of any
goodbye. Expect resistance from the host.

khallik, badri

Stay;, it is early. The host's obligatory counter-
request. Reply gently that you must go.

nshoofak qarib in sha' Allah

See you soon, God willing. The softening line as you

actually move to leave.

fi aman Allah

Into God's protection. The warmest goodbye, said at

the door as you step out.
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CODA

What Comes Next.

A Note for the Reader

T his guide is the backbone. There is a second layer that comes with time:
regional warmth, tribal context, family rhythms, and the small habits
that mark a visitor who pays attention. Those come from being there, not

from a guide.

Pair this with the phrasebook and the Eidetic Saudi deck. The language gives
you the words. The culture tells you when to use them. Together, they let you

belong.

Happy travels.

A READER'S INVITATION

The Saudi Dialect Arabic Deck

This guide covers the customs that shape daily life. The Eidetic Saudi
Dialect Arabic deck puts these cultural moments into flashcard form
with native audio, so you hear the right phrase at the right time. See

the deck at eidetic.cards.

SEE THE FULL DECK —
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