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FOREWORD

A Note on This Volume

ost Spanish textbooks start with Spain. This starter sheet starts where
M the 400 million Spanish speakers of Latin America actually live. It covers
the seven grammar patterns you will meet in your first hour of conversation,

whether you are in Mexico City, Bogota, Lima, Santiago, or Buenos Aires.

This is a quick starter sheet, not a full Al to B2 grammar reference. Use it
alongside the flashcards and pick up the rest (past tenses, commands, object

pronouns, stem changes) as you go.

Latin American Spanish shares one grammar backbone across the region.
Vocabulary and accent vary wildly, and the regional variation guide in your
bundle maps that terrain. This starter sheet is the grammar glue that holds all of

it together. Learn these seven patterns and the flashcards click into place.

One regional feature is deliberately excluded here: vos, the second-person
pronoun used in Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, much of Central America, and
rural parts of several other countries. Because voseo is a regional feature and

not pan-Latin American, it is covered in the regional variation guide instead.

Compiled by THE EIDETIC EDITORS, for readers who intend to be understood.
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CHAPTER I

Subject Pronouns.

Spanish has six subject pronouns in pan-Latin American use. Argentina,
Uruguay, Paraguay, Central America, and parts of Colombia and Chile use vos
instead of ta in informal speech; this starter sheet teaches the pan-Latin
American ta form. See the regional variation guide for the voseo paradigm where

you need it.

Drop the pronoun when the verb ending makes the subject obvious, which is most

of the time. You keep the pronoun for contrast, emphasis, or clarity.

Latin American Spanish uses ustedes for both formal and informal plural. The Spain

pronoun vosotros is not used in Latin America and will sound foreign if you try it.
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ENGLISH SPANISH PRONUNCIATION
I yo yoh

you (informal) ta too

you (formal) usted 00-STED

he / she él / ella el / EH-ya

we nosotros / nosotras no-SO-tros / no-SO-tras
you (plural) ustedes oos-TED-es

they ellos / ellas EH-yos / EH-yas

A RULE OF THUMB
Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and much of Central America replace tu

with vos in informal speech. It conjugates differently. See the regional

variation guide for the full pattern.
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CHAPTER 11

Regular Verbs in the Present Tense.

Every Spanish verb ends in -ar, -er, or -ir. Drop the ending and add six suffixes

for the six subject pronouns. Learn the three patterns and you can conjugate

thousands of verbs on sight.

The three example verbs below are hablar (to speak, -ar), comer (to eat, -er), and

vivir (to live, -ir).

SUBJECT HABLAR (SPEAK) COMER (EAT) VIVIR (LIVE)
yo hablo CcOmo vivo

ta hablas comes vives

él / ella / usted habla come vive
nosotros hablamos comemos vivimos
ustedes / ellos / ellas hablan comen viven

A RULE OF THUMB

The -er and -ir endings are identical except for the nosotros form.

comemos has an e, vivimos has an i. Everything else is the same.
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CHAPTER I11

Ser vs Estar.

Phrases 1to 4

Spanish has two verbs that both translate as to be. Picking the right one is the

single biggest pain point for English speakers. The rule of thumb: ser is for what

you are, estar is for how you are.

Ser covers identity, origin, profession, time, material, and lasting traits. Estar
covers location, mood, condition, and temporary states. Ser alegre means she is a
cheerful person; estar alegre means she is happy right now. The verb choice

changes the meaning.

SUBJECT SER (PERMANENT) ESTAR (TEMPORARY)

yo soy estoy

ta eres estas

él / ella / usted es esta

Nnosotros SOmos estamos

ustedes / ellos / ellas son estan
01 S()y de MéXiCO. I am from Mexico. Origin is permanent. Use ser.
02 Estoy en MéXiCO. I am in Mexico. Location is temporary. Use estar.
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03 Ella es alegre. She is cheerful. A personality trait. Use ser.
04 Ella esté alegre, She is cheerful right now. A current mood. Use
estar.

A RULE OF THUMB

Location is always estar, even for permanent things. La casa esta en la
esquina (The house is on the corner) uses estar, not ser, because the verb

asks where, not what.
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CHAPTER IV

Reflexive Verbs.

Phrases 5 to 7

Reflexive verbs are verbs where the subject acts on itself. I wash myself, I get up

(literally, I raise myself), I am called (literally, I call myself). Spanish uses reflexive

verbs far more than English does, especially for daily routines.

The reflexive pronoun sits before the conjugated verb and matches the subject. Me

for I, te for you, se for he or she, nos for we, se for they.

SUBJECT LLAMARSE (BE CALLED) LEVANTARSE (GET UP)
yo me llamo me levanto
tu te llamas te levantas
¢l / ella / usted se llama se levanta
nosotros nos llamamos nos levantamos
ustedes / ellos / ellas se llaman se levantan
05 éCémO te llamaS? What is your name? Literally, How do you call
yourself?
06 Me llamo Ana. My name is Ana. Literally, | call myself Ana.
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07 Me levanto a las  1getupatseven.
siete.

A RULE OF THUMB

Common reflexive verbs for daily routine: levantarse (get up), ducharse
(shower), vestirse (get dressed), acostarse (go to bed), despertarse (wake

up). Learn this set and most of your morning is covered.

Eidetic Companion Volumes MMXXVI

NO. 01

10



EIDETIC COMPANION A Companion Volume NO. 01

CHAPTER V

Gender and Number Agreement.

Phrases 8 to 10

Every Spanish noun is either masculine or feminine. Articles and adjectives must

match the gender and number of the noun they describe. This is the grammar
that most English speakers forget to follow and that most native speakers notice

instantly.

Most nouns ending in -o are masculine. Most nouns ending in -a are feminine.

There are exceptions (el dia, la mano), but the rule holds for about ninety percent

of cases.
FoRM MASCULINE FEMININE MASCULINE FEMININE
SINGULAR SINGULAR PLURAL PLURAL
the el la los las
a/ un una unos unas
some
red rojo roja rojos rojas
big grande grande grandes grandes
08 el libr() rojo the red book (masculine singular)
09 laS casas rojas the red houses (feminine plural)
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10 los chicos altos  thetall boys

A RULE OF THUMB

Adjectives ending in -e or a consonant do not change for gender, only
number. grande becomes grandes, azul becomes azules. This covers a lot

of common adjectives and simplifies your life.
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CHAPTER VI

A Companion Volume NO. 01

Question Words.

Phrases 11 to 13

Spanish uses a compact set of question words that always carry a written

accent. The accent is not optional. Without it, qué becomes que and the meaning
shifts from what to that.

Memorize these seven and you can ask almost anything.

ENGLISH

what

how

where

when

why

who

how much / how
many

1

Eidetic Companion Volumes

SPANISH PRONUNCIATION
qué keh

cOmo KO-mo

donde DON-deh
cuando KWAN-do

por qué por KEH

quién kyen

cuanto / cuanta / cuantos ~ KWAN-to / KWAN-ta / KWAN-tos /
/ cuantas KWAN-tas

CQUé qUieI‘eS What do you want to drink?
tomar?
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12 CD(')nde esta el Where is the bathroom?
bano?
13 C"P()r qué no Why didn't you come?
viniste?

A RULE OF THUMB

Spanish questions open with an inverted question mark. The written
form is ;Como estas? not just Como estas? The inverted mark is
standard in print and chat.
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CHAPTER VII

Formal vs Informal;: When to Use
Usted vs Tu.

Phrases 14 to 16

Spanish draws a line between formal and informal address, and where that line

falls depends heavily on the country. Knowing when to switch is a social skill
more than a grammatical one. The wrong register will not break your sentence,

but it can cool the room.
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e Usted is tormal. Use with strangers, elders, customers, clients, bosses on the first

day, police, doctors, and anyone clearly senior in status. Safer default when in
doubt.

e Tais informal. Use with friends, peers, children, family, and anyone who has
invited you in (tutear means to switch to ta). Using ta too quickly can read as

disrespectful with older speakers.

* Interior Colombia (Bogota, Medellin, the coffee region) leans heavily on usted

even among friends and family.

* Mexico switches to ta quickly in casual settings but keeps usted for elders and

formal business.

* Argentina and Uruguay use vos instead of ta for informal address. Usted stays the

Same.

* Chile uses tu in casual speech but with its own voseo-style verb endings (cachai,

tenis, eris). Usted is strictly formal and less common day to day.

* Central America mixes vos, t(, and usted across the region and sometimes across

a single conversation. Read the other speaker's register and mirror it.

14 ;COmMo esta usted?  Howare you? formal. singutar)

15 (')C(’)mo esté_S? How are you? (informal, singular)
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16 éC(’)mO esté_n How are you all? (plural, the only option in Latin
America)
ustedes?

A RULE OF THUMB

When in doubt, start with usted. The speaker will almost always tnvite

you to switch to ti with a casual phrase like puedes tutearme or nos

tuteamos. Following the other person's lead is safer than guessing.
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CODA

What Comes Next.

A Note for the Reader

T his primer is the grammar skeleton. Your Latin American Spanish deck is
the muscle. Every card in the deck is an instance of one of these
patterns. As you study, try to spot which pattern each card belongs to.

Recognition comes fast once you have the map.

Pair this primer with the regional variation guide. One gives you the grammar.
The other gives you the accent, vocabulary, and register shifts that change

country by country. Together they cover the full ground.

Happy studying.

A READER'S INVITATION

The Latin American Spanish Deck

This starter sheet maps the core patterns. The full Eidetic Latin
American Spanish deck turns every pattern into a flashcard with native
audio, so you can drill until the grammar is automatic. See the deck at

eidetic.cards.

SEE THE FULL DECK —
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