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FOREWORD

A Note on This Volume

hese are the 50 phrases that carry the most weight in Spanish daily life on
I the Iberian peninsula. Memorize them and you can navigate a tapas bar,
ask for directions, handle the metro, and exchange pleasantries without

reaching for your phone.

Each phrase includes a short context note explaining WHEN to use it. Spain's
register is casual in most public settings, and flavorings like vale (okay), venga
(come on), and tio/tia (dude/mate) appear constantly. The notes flag which

phrases are safe in any context and which carry a register warning.

Pronunciation hints use simple English spelling. Audio for every phrase is on the

flashcard itself, so pair this guide with the deck for best results.

Compiled by THE EIDETIC EDITORS, for readers who intend to be understood.
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CHAPTER I

Greetings.

Phrases 1to 8

A Companion Volume NO. 01

Spanish greetings are short, warm, and repeated often. Hola works any time of

day. Que tal is the universal "how's it going." Vale is the all-purpose

acknowledgment that punctuates half of Spanish conversation.

01

02

03

04

05

Eidetic Companion Volumes

Hola, ;qué tal?

Buenos dias

Buenas tardes

Buenas noches

;Qué pasa, tio?

O-la, ke tal

Hi, how's it going? The default greeting with anyone

you know or are meeting casually.

BWE-nos DEE-as

Good morning. Used until about 1 or 2 pm, when
lunch shifts the greeting.

BWE-nas TAR-des

Good afternoon. Used from mid-afternoon through
sunset.

BWE-nas NO-ches

Good evening or good night. Covers both hello and
goodbye after dark.

ke PA-sa TEE-o

What's up, dude? Casual male address to a friend. Tfa

for a female friend. Avoid with strangers.
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06

07

08
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Bien, sy ta?

Encantado /
Encantada

Hasta luego

A Companion Volume NO. 01

byen, ee too

Good, and you? The expected response to qué tal.

en-kan-TA-do / en-kan-TA-da
Pleased to meet you. Match the ending to your own

gender, not the person you're meeting.

AS-ta LWE-go

See you later. The default goodbye, even if you won't

actually see them later. Adids is more final.
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CHAPTER 11
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Bar, cafe, and restaurant.

Phrases 9 to 18

Spanish social life happens at the bar. Ordering tapas, pinchos (in Basque

Country), a cana, or a café is a daily ritual. Spaniards often stand at the bar rather

than sit at a table (it's usually cheaper standing) and eat late: lunch is 2 to 4 pm,

dinner is 9 to 11 pm.

09 ¢;Me pones una
cana?

10 Un café con leche,

por favor.

11 ;Qué tapa me
pones?

12 Una racion de

jamon, por favor.
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me PO-nes OO-na KA-nya

Can you pour me a small draft beer? Cafais a
~20cl draft, the default beer order in Spain.

oon ka-FE kon LE-che por fa-BOR

A coffee with milk, please. The standard morning
drink.

ke TA-pa me PO-nes

What tapa will you give me? In many bars, a tapa

comes free with a drink order.

OO-na ra-THYON de ha-MON por fa-
BOR

A portion of cured ham, please. Racién is a larger

shared plate; media racién is a half.
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13 ;Tenéis ment del

dia?
14 Para mi, la paella.
15

;Nos pones la

cuenta?

16 Esta muy rico.
17 iQue aproveche!
18

excessive.
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A RULE OF THUMB

Invito yo.

A Companion Volume NO. 01

te-NAYS me-NOO del DEE-a

Do you have a set lunch menu? Men del dia is the
weekday lunch special, usually 13 to 18 euros in cities,

three courses plus a drink. Note vosotros tenéis.

PA-ra mee, la pa-E-ya

For me, the paella. Simple, polite way to order a dish.

nos PO-nes la KWEN-ta
Can you bring us the bill? Spain does not bring the

check automatically; you have to ask.

es-TA mwee REE-ko

It's really tasty. Compliment to the waiter or host.

ke a-pro-BE-che

Enjoy your meal! Said between tables, to strangers
eating nearby, or by the host at home. Subjunctive
meaning 'may it do you good'; note there is no accent

on 'que’.

een-BEE-to yo
It's on me. Literally "l invite." Common at the end of a
round.

Tipping in Spain is not expected the way it is in the US. Rounding up or
leaving loose change (50 cents to a euro or two) is the norm at cafes. A 5

to 10 percent tip in a restaurant is generous; anything more feels
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CHAPTER I11
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Directions and transport.

Phrases 19 to 28

M adrid, Barcelona, Valencia, Seville, and Bilbao all have solid metro systems.

Outside cities, trains (Renfe, AVE) and buses (Alsa) handle intercity travel. These

phrases cover metro, taxi, walking directions, and the bus.

19

20

21

;Donde esta el
bano?

:Como llego al
centro?

Todo recto.

22 Gira a la derecha /

23
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izquierda.

;Esta lejos?

DON-de es-TA el BA-nyo

Where is the bathroom? Also los servicios for a

slightly more formal register.

KO-mo YE-go al THEN-tro
How do I get to the center? Works in any city.

TO-do REK-to

Straight ahead. The most common direction you'll

hear.

HEE-ra a la de-RE-cha / eeth-KYER-da
Turn right / left. Gira is the ti form, perfect for

asking a stranger.

es-TA LE-hos

Is it far? Useful to judge whether to walk.
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24 ;Qué linea de
metro cojo?

25 Un billete sencillo,
por favor.
26 ¢Me puede dejar

aqui, por favor?

27 Estoy perdido /
perdida.

28 JPuedes
ensenarmelo en el
mapa?
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ke LEE-ne-a de ME-tro KO-ho

Which metro line do I take? Coger in Spain means
"to take/catch," with no awkward connotation. In Latin

America, it's vulgar; use tomar there.

oon bee-YE-te sen-THEE-yo por fa-BOR

A single-journey ticket, please. For metro or bus.

Ida y vuelta for round-trip.

me PWE-de de-HAR a-KEE por fa-BOR

Can you drop me off here, please? For taxis. Usted

form because you don't know the driver.

es-TOY per-DEE-do / per-DEE-da

I'm lost. Match ending to your gender.

PWE-des en-se-NYAR-me-lo en el MA-pa

Can you show me on the map? Tu form, casual.
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CHAPTER IV

Shopping.

Phrases 29 to 36
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Chain stores have fixed prices. Markets (El Rastro in Madrid, La Boqueria in

Barcelona) have some room to move. Small corner shops sit in between. These

phrases handle all three.

29 ;Cuanto cuesta?
30 Es un poco caro.
31 sTenéis algo mas

barato?
32 Me lo llevo.

33
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Solo estoy
mirando.

KWAN-to KWES-ta

How much does it cost? Default price question.

es oon PO-ko KA-ro

It's a bit expensive. Softer than "too expensive,"

opens space for negotiation in a market.

te-NAYS AL-go mas ba-RA-to

Do you (pl) have something cheaper? Useful in
shops with staff.

me lo YE-bo

I'll take it. Confirms the purchase.

SO-lo es-TOY mee-RAN-do

I'm just looking. Polite way to disengage when a

shop assistant approaches.

MMXXVI

10



EIDETIC COMPANION A Companion Volume NO. 01

34 épuedo PWE-do pro-BAR-me-lo

prObérmelo? Can I try it on? Clothes, shoes, glasses.
35 : Aceptéis tarjeta?  a-thep-TAYS tar-HE-ta
Do you (pl) accept card? Many small bars in Spain
still prefer cash under 10 euros.
36 Un ticket, por oon TEE-ket por fa-BOR
faVOI‘ A receipt, please. Spain often says ticket for the small

printed receipt; factura is the formal invoice.
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CHAPTER V
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Feelings and small talk.

Phrases 37 to 44

Spanish small talk leans on quick emotional markers. These eight cover most of

what you will want to say when a friend shares news or when you're reacting to

anything from great to awful.

37 iQué guay!

38 Me mola.
39 iNo me digas!
40 No entiendo.
41 ;Puedes repetir,

por favor?
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ke gwai
How cool! Guay is Spain-specific casual slang for cool.

Common among under-50s.

me MO-la

I'love it / I'm into it. Molar is a Spain-only verb for
liking something. Me mola la musica is "l love the

music."

no me DEE-gas

You don't say! / No way! Expresses surprise at news.

no en-TYEN-do

I don't understand. The single most useful repair

phrase when speech is too fast or unfamiliar.

PWE-des reh-peh-TEER por fa-BOR

Can you repeat that, please? Pair with "mds

despacio" (more slowly) for a stronger ask.
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42 Necesito ayuda. ne-the-SEE-to a-YU-da

I need help. For emergencies, stuck moments, or

getting a stranger's attention.

43 Venga, vale.  BEN-gaBA-le
Come on, okay. Two filler words back to back. Venga

means "come on / all right then," vale is "okay."
Spaniards say this constantly to wrap up a thought.

44 No pasa nada. noPA-sa NA-da
No problem / don't worry about it. Universal

reassurance.

A RULE OF THUMB

Register warning on molar and other Spain-specific slang: fine with
friends and peers, fine in most casual settings, but can read as too casual
in a business meeting with people you don't know well. When in doubt,

mirror the register of the most senior person in the room.
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CHAPTER VI

Polite asks and thanks.

Phrases 45 to 50
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Spain weighs politeness heavily but differently from some Latin American

registers. Por favor and gracias are constant. The soft ask (perdona, puedes...)

opens almost any request. Ustedes is reserved for formal group address.

45

46

47

48

49

Perdona, ;puedes
ayudarme?

¢Me puedes hacer
un favor?

Muchas gracias.

De nada.

Lo siento.
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per-DO-na PWE-des a-yu-DAR-me
Excuse me, can you help me? Ti form, for a peer or

stranger of similar age. Perdone for usted.

me PWE-des a-THER oon fa-BOR

Can you do me a favor? The softening opener before

any ask.

MOO-chas GRA-thyas

Thank you very much. Standalone or with por todo
(for everything) at the end.

de NA-da

You're welcome. Literally "of nothing."

lo SYEN-to

I'm sorry. For apologies both small (bumping into
someone) and large (condolences).
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50 No hay problema. noaipro-BLE-ma

No problem. Easy all-purpose response.

A RULE OF THUMB

A rule of thumb: start any request with perdona (tu) or perdone (usted),
follow with por favor. In Spain the polite formula is the opener plus the

please, not just the please at the end.
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CODA

What Comes Next.

A Note for the Reader

T hese 50 are the backbone. Another 50 (regional expressions, late-night
and clubbing vocabulary, family and relationship talk, dealing with

bureaucracy) layer on top once these are automatic. The Eidetic European

Spanish deck drills all of them as flashcards so you can build muscle memory.

See a phrase here, find it in the deck, drill it to recall in under two seconds.

That is when memorized phrases turn into fluent speech.

Happy studying.

A READER'S INVITATION

The European Spanish Deck
This guide covers the first 50. The full Eidetic European Spanish deck

has thousands more, with audio on every card and spaced repetition

built in. See the deck at eidetic.cards.

SEE THE FULL DECK —
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